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Reading Response Journal:  After reading the chapters in the novel, answer each of the following questions.  Use the text to support your answers.  Your answers must be written in correct paragraph format.  Please use a different color font when you answer each question.
Chapter 1:

*From which point of view is the story told?  What do you learn about the narrator in Chapter 1?  How might this narrator’s perspective affect the way the story is told?

*How does the author use imagery (the senses) to explain the setting of the story?

*Make a chart of 3 characters you meet in Chapter 1.  Write three vivid adjectives to describe each one.  (this does NOT have to be a paragraph).

*Identify a major conflict in Chapter 1.  Is it resolved?  What conflicts do you expect will come up again in the Watson family?  Why?

*Do you think that the Watsons are weird?  Explain your opinion.

Chapter 2:

*What examples of humor do you see in Chapter 2?  List your examples and identify the kind of humor each one is.

*In what ways does Byron show support for his younger brother?  In what ways does he belittle Kenny?  Do you think they have a good relationship?  How could it be better?

*Find evidence in Chapter 2 to prove or disprove this statement:  Kenny Watson is an outcast at his school.

*At Kenny’s school, students quickly judge whether new kids are tough, weak, cool, square, cute, or ugly.  Have you ever judged someone or been judged yourself strictly on these traits?  Explain the situation and how it made you feel.

Chapter 3:

*Kenny and Rufus have a conflict.  How does Kenny first try to solve it?  Does “plan A” work?  Why or why not?  How does Kenny’s mother help the situation?  What does Kenny do differently when he approaches Rufus the second time?

*Compile a list of all the references to angels in Chapters 1-3.  Why might the author be repeating this reference?

*Kenny appreciates what Momma did for him, although he never thanks her.  Write a thank-you note to someone in your family for something you appreciate but have never talked about.

Chapter 4: 

*Do you feel sorry for Larry Dunn?  Explain

*Do you see signs of a strong friendship between Kenny and Rufus?  If so, what are they?

*List examples of humor in this chapter and identify the techniques the author uses.

*Do you think bullies have good senses of humor, as Kenny suggests?  Explain your position.

Chapter 5:
*Write a first-person account of events in this chapter from the point of view of a character other than Kenny.

*List some interesting traits of Momma’s that are revealed in this chapter.  Organize your list into characterization techniques the author uses (description, thoughts and feelings, actions and behaviors, dialogue, how other characters respond).

*How does the author create humor in this chapter?  Give examples and analyze them.

*Why do you think Byron does not run away when he first has the chance?

Chapter 6:

*Do you think “Daddy Cool” is really cool?  Why or why not?  Why do you think he acts the way he does?  Would you like to be friends with him?  Explain your answer.

*What biblical allusion is made in Chapter 6?  Why is it so fitting for this story?

*If you were Kenny, would you tell Momma and Dad about Byron?  Why or why not?

*What do you predict Momma and Dad will do when they find out about the bill at Mr. Mitchell’s?

Chapter 7:
*What do you think are the three funniest parts of this chapter?  Why?

*Have you ever done anything against your parents’ wishes?  Describe the situation.  How did your parents respond?

*Is Byron’s attitude toward his parents turning negative?  If so, describe the signs.

*Why do you think Momma and Dad are so angry about Byron’s hair?

Chapter 8:  

*How does the author create suspense in this chapter?  What does the reader want to know?  How does Curtis keep the reader dangling on a string?

*Are you surprised by Momma and Dad’s plan for Byron?  Do you think it will work?  Why?

*How does the author use dialogue to connect the reader to the characters?  What specific dialogue in Chapter 8 made you feel like part of the family?

Chapter 9:

*Do you agree or disagree with Momma and Dad’s decision to take Byron to Alabama?  Support your opinion with tree pieces of evidence from the text.

*Kenny expresses his fears about being a grown-up and having to handle things.  Have you ever had similar fears?  Describe what worries you most about becoming an adult.

*Kenny and Joey keep a secret from Momma and Dad about Byron.  Why does Joey finally spill the beans?  Do you think it’s OK for children to keep secrets from their parents?  Why or why not?

Chapter 10:

*What images does the author use to help readers experience night in the Tennessee hills?

*How does the author make common activities seem humorous in Chapter 10?  What, specific language does he use that makes it so funny?  How does it fit into the class humor chart?

*What evidence of racism do you find in Chapter 10?

Chapter 11:

*Describe Grandma Sands, using sentences, a word web, or any other method you choose.  Is she what you expected?  Explain your response.
*In Chapter 11 we see several characters in a new light.  Describe the changes you see and explain why you think these changes occur?

*Have you ever met someone who was nothing like what you expected?  Describe the situation.

*Do you think Byron will change as a result of staying with Grandma Sands?  Why or why not?

Chapters 12-13:

*Is Byron a static or a dynamic character?  Give evidence from the test to support your answer.

*How do the title of Chapter 13 and its opening paragraph work together to foreshadow or hint at Kenny’s fate?

*Why do you think Kenny insists on going to Colliers’s Landing?

*Review Kenny’s description of getting in trouble (page 173).  Do you agree with his description?  Explain your point of view using evidence from your own life.

*Describe the personification of the “Wool Pooh.”  What words made it seem human?

Chapter 14:

*What symbols does Curtis use in the book?  (HINTS:  angels, black shiny shoes, socks flying over the Alabama mud)  What do you think they might mean?

*Compare this book to The Tunnel or to the short story “Like That.”  How are the characters alike?  How are they different?

*How did the events of Chapter 14 make you feel?  Why?

Chapter 15:  

*Complete a plot graph for the book as a whole.
*How do you think Christopher Paul Curtis would answer the big theme questions?

*Which character do you feel changed the most?  Support your opinion with at least three pieces of evidence from the story.

